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public opinion with regard to the probable outcome of the campaign, for in the event of the Turks being worsted the latter would become almost valueless. On the day that the Asr forts were lost, the number of piastres held equivalent to a reale, normally ten or eleven, rose to nineteen, while the value of the Magidie depreciated correspondingly. This did not suit the authorities at all, and they proceeded to lay hands on all the Beales they could find, thus forcing the Arabs to use Turkish money. Any one who refused the Magidie, or would accept it only at a discount, was liable to be flogged. A more hopeless muddle than the present condition of the Turkish currency would be difficult to conceive. It is different wherever one goes, and the value of the principal coins fluctuates daily. There are about a dozen different coins in common use, none of which is exactly divisible into a whole number of the next smallest. I have never yet succeeded in changing a Turkish pound without an argument about it.
I must turn now from the history of the campaign to the less interesting story of my own adventures : for the reader will have surmised that the attitude of benevolent aloofness concerning my doings, assumed at first by the authorities, did not survive the actual outbreak of hostilities. Given the frame of mind which I have tried to describe in the preceding pages, the belief that I was an agent of the British Government charged with the manipulation of some plot against the Ottoman supremacy, and given the real danger of an outbreak in Sanaa, that would have been too much to expect. Beside the general belief that they spend their time in Downing Street in working out schemes to grab the Yemen, the Turks charge us on certain more specific indictments. They complain that in the year 1909 we did; of set design and malice aforethought, supply to the Imam Yahya two Maxim guns and a minting machine. If this be so, it can only be said that the British Government must have got the best of the bargain for once in a way, for the machine in question turns out the worst money ever seen.
Up to the time of the siege I was not interfered with openly. A couple of policemen, badly disguised as Arabs